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* MEMORANDUM FOR: - Chief, Support Staff, Eastern Europe Division

SUBJECT: . Interpretation of Standards for
' Assessment of Pecunlary Liabllity in Connection
with Motor Vehicle Accidents

, 1. Your memorandum of 10 Mevember 1950 requested an interpreta-~
tion of the provisions of paragraph 4b(3) oft| and you
inquired in particular whether or not this parsgraph was to be applied
to the case of a vehicle dannged when being operated for official duty

| parmosss. . 25X1A

2. In reply, we wish to advise you that paragraph 4b(3) of
| |ﬁoes not encompass both official and authorized personal use
‘of .an assigned vehicle. Paragraph 4b(3) relates only to the case of
authorized use of a vehicle for personal activities, under this regu- .
lation such use is no longer to be construed as ¥official use",but
" is a separate category called “autborized personal use."™ The author-
~ized personal use, ss paragraph 4b(3) states, may be of such a kind as
to have & connection with officlal duitles, security, cover, welfare,
or other authorized purposes. If sn individual vho is authorized to
make personal use of an officlal or quasi-personal vehlecle is ordinarily
.- negligent while the vehicle is being used on authorized personal activi-
. ties, the pecuniary liability Pformula in paragraph 4b(3) should be
.applied.

3. Where s Governmenit-owned vehicle iz damaged during the course
of its official use as a result of the gross negligence of the user,
he will be found pecuniarily liable to pay the entire cost of repairs
or the net £ lose. This is within the meaning of paragraph
kb(1) o However, paragraph 4b(1l) should be understood also

- to mean that where the aforementioned user was only ordinarily negligent

-in causing the expense , he will not be held pecuaiarily lisble in any
amount.

S ' does not alter the existing prero‘gative of a Chief
of Station or Base to take appropriate administrative action whether or
not a pecuniary assessment is involved.
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